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May 3, 2006

David Dye
Washington State Department of Transportation
Urban Corridors Office Administrator
Wells Fargo Building
999 Third Avenue Suite 3230
Seattle W A 981 04

Dear Mr. Dye:

Thank you for your letter regarding concurrence on project direction for SR519
Phase 2 work currently being undertaken by WSDOT's Urban Corridors Office.
You asked for a clear and brief response stating the city's position to a "Go" or
"No-Go" position described in the letter.

The City of Seattle supports the SR519 "Go" option as described in your letter.
We agree with the two points outlined under the option's description and agree
that it is important to move forward with the next stages of environmental planning
and design to identify a preferred alternative within the parameters outlined in your
letter. The city also concurs with your intent to pursue two short-term
improvements described in your letter regardless of which of the two options are
chosen.

The city has been supportive and cooperative of the work conducted by WSDOT
staff on the "SR 519 Phase 2 Alternatives Feasibility Assessment". Beginning
early last year, the Seattle Department of Transportation (SOOT) Director, Grace
Crunican, has hosted regular meetings with the initial project partners, as well as
other passenger railroad interests, to discuss current transportation and access
issues in Seattle's South Downtown. SOOT has continued to provide that forum
for the WSDOT team to get feedback for their feasibility work that began last
October. Because of its strong commitment to freight mobility, SOOT has also
participated in meetings with our freight community to discuss WSDOT's current
study and to address freight mobility and area access concerns.
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The city is committed to working diligently with the state and other stakeholders to
identify and implement the next phases of this project to support the project's
intent of improving freight mobility and meeting the other access needs for this
dynamic and vital area.

We appreciate the effort by WSOOT's Urban Corridors Office to move this project
forward and to identify and implement viable solutions that meet the complex
access needs for this area. SOOT is ready to work with your staff to continue
moving this project forward.

Sincerely,
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cc: Director, Seattle Department of Transportation

Mic Dinsmore, Port of Seattle
Matthew K. Rose, CEO, Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway
Ron Posthuma, King County Metro
Kevin Callan, Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public

Facilities District
Steve Woo, Washington State Public Stadium Authority
Susan Ranf, Baseball Club of Seattle, L.P.
Martha Fuller, First & Goal, Incorporated
Dan Mathis, Federal Highways Administration
Chris Picard, WSDOT Urban Planning Office
Judy Giniger, WSDOT Public Transportation & Rail Office
Dan O'Neal, Washington State Transportation Commission
Martin Minkoff, Sound Transit
Stanley Hall, Amtrak


